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Harry A. Burke High School 

12200 Burke Boulevard 

402-557-3200 

January 2020 
 

Dear Student and Parent(s)/Guardians, 

High school is an exciting time to develop your strengths and acquire new knowledge, 
skills, perspectives and friendships. At Burke High School, our staff, students and 
curricular offerings strive to support student growth in all those areas. Burke offers a 
variety of course offerings as well as outstanding programs. Students are also 
encouraged to participate in one or more of our numerous athletic teams, clubs and 
activities.  

Academically, Burke offers 33 Advanced Placement® (AP) courses and numerous Dual 
Enrollment (DE) credit classes and we are the first Nebraska high school to offer the 
College Boardôs AP Capstone ProgramÈ. For the 2020-21 school year, Burke will add 
the second of two AP Capstone courses, i.e. AP Research! If interested, please read 
more on page 20.  College credit is available in AP/DE courses and may help offset the 
cost of college attendance. Career and technical education programs and academies 
that lead directly to career fields are also offered.  

Socially, a difference-maker at Burke High is our diverse student population. Learning, 
performing, interacting, and competing with students from various backgrounds and 
perspectives is an added value to the high school experience at Burke.  Ultimately, it 
helps to prepare students to live, learn, work, and achieve in a diverse society.  

Lastly, this Course Guide provides information to help students and parents make 
important course decisions. Often times, high school students may not always see the 
opportunities that result from taking the most challenging coursework they can handle. 
Therefore, we encourage students to discuss their goals and choices with parents, 
teachers, and school counselors. Experience has shown that greater benefits come to 
those who plan thoughtfully and participate fully. Please contact us if we can help you 
with these important decisions. 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Gaye Lannan, Principal 
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OMAHA PUBLIC SCHOOLS MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Omaha Public Schools prepares all students to excel in college, career and life. 
 

BURKE HIGH SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Burke High School is dedicated to providing an exemplary education through the 
collaborative efforts of students, parents, staff and community. 

 

WE BELIEVE: 
 
* In the worth and dignity of each individual. 

* In the ability of all students to learn. 

* In the development of skills that enable students to function effectively in a global and 
technological society. 

* In the development of processes for life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 
In providing a safe environment that nurtures, challenges, and enables individuals to achieve their 
full potential. 

Omaha Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex (including pregnancy), marital status, sexual 

orientation, disability, age, genetic information, gender identity, gender expression, citizenship status, veteran status, political affiliation or economic 

status in its programs, activities and employment and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following 

individual has been designated to accept allegations regarding non-discrimination policies:  Superintendent of Schools, 3215 Cuming Street, Omaha, 

NE  68131 (402-557-2001). The following persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:  Director for the 

Office of Equity and Diversity, 3215 Cuming St, Omaha, NE  68131 (402-557-2790). 

Las Escuelas Públicas de Omaha no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, origen nacionalidad, religión, sexo (incluyendo el embarazo), estado civil, 

orientación sexual, discapacidad, edad, información genética, identidad de género, expresión de género, estatus de ciudadanía, condición de veterano, 

afiliación política o condición económica en sus programas,  actividades y empleo y se  proporciona un acceso equitativo a los niños exploradores (boy 

Scouts) y otros grupos juveniles. La siguiente persona ha sido designada para aceptar las alegaciones en relación con las políticas de no discriminación: 

el Superintendente de Escuelas, 3215 Cuming Street, Omaha, NE 68131 (402-557-2001). Las siguientes personas han sido designadas para manejar 

las preguntas con respecto a las políticas de no discriminación: Director de la Oficina de Equidad y Diversidad, 3215 Cuming St, Omaha, NE 68131 

(402-557-2790). 

ADMINISTRATION 
Mrs. Gaye Lannanéééééééééé.éééééééééééééééééééééé........ééééé Principal 
Mr. Chad Priceéé.éééééééé.ééééééééééééé............... Assistant Principal - Academic Director 
Dr. Andrew Walterséé.éééééééééééé.é..éé.éééééé...é Assistant Principal - Activities Director 
Mr. Jason Williamséééé.éééééééééééé.éé.ééééééé.... Assistant Principal ï Athletic Director 

 
CURRICULUM SPECIALISTS/DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Fine and Performing Arts, Social Studies, Technology, Library Sciences, Air and Space Academy 
Directoréééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..é.é..é..é.é...... Andrew Brooks 
English, ESL, World Language, Dual Enrollment/Advanced Placement Coordinatoréééééééé.... Jane Luethge  
Math, Science, Academic Data Representativeéééééééé............................................................ Katie Mauseth  
Business, Marketing, and Information Technology, Human Sciences and Education, Skilled and  
Technical Sciences, Physical Education, JROTC, Marketing Coordinator, FOCUS Academy DirectorééTyler Siecke 
Special Education Department Head éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé... Megan Towey 

COUNSELORS 
Director of School Counseling (Students A, F, X) éé................................................................................ Hope Smejkal  
School Counselor (Students N, T, U, V, W) é................................................................................................ Don Ferree  
School Counselor (Students B, E, P) ................................................................................................................ Lalia Hart 
School Counselor (Students J, K, R) ................................................................................................... Michaela Moriarty 
School Counselor (Students C, G,Y)......................................................................................................... Nadine Reyes  
School Counselor (Students D, I, S, Z) éé.............................................................................................  Susan Richards  
School Counselor (Students M, O,Q) ........................................................................................... Kimberly Schumacher  
School Counselor (Students H, L) ........................................................................................................ Ashleigh Weaver  

DEANS OF STUDENTS 
Freshmen éé.......................................................................................................................................... Michele Stogdill 
Sophomores é............................................................................................................................................. Laura Geiger 
Juniors .............................................................................................................................................. Kristopher Kahlandt 
Seniors .............................................................................................................................................. Christopher Kessell 
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GENERAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Burke High School is a comprehensive high school with many educational programs. No single pattern of 

subject choices is best for all students. The studentôs abilities, interests, and educational/career goals are 

important factors when determining subject choices. 

Students, discuss your class choices for next year with parents, teachers, and a school counselor. A 

school counselor will help you with questions that concern your abilities, achievements, interests, and 

career possibilities. 

Each spring, counselors register students for the upcoming fall. Therefore, course selections must be 

made carefully. Course selections are the basis for planning offerings, teacher assignments, and difficult 

budgetary decisions. The deadline to change your registration course requests is APRIL 17, 2020. 

1. Course Request Changes- Students have the first week (5 school days) of a semester to add a class 

in place of a study hall. Schedules will NOT be rearranged to accommodate Class Release requests. 

Students have the first three weeks of a semester (15 school days) to drop a class for a study hall without 

penalty, provided they maintain the minimum credit requirements. Sometimes courses conflict with other 

course selections. If this happens, a difficult decision may have to be made by the student and his/ her 

parent/guardian concerning the classes the student wished to take. 

2. Normal Class Load- The average class load recommendation is seven or eight credits per semester; 

the maximum is nine. Seniors have the option of requesting six credits each semester. With a parent 

signature, seniors may take only five credits. NOTE: Colleges and employers are looking for rigor and 

may have reservations about the part-time course load. The graduation requirements prescribe a 

minimum of 49 credits. It is very important that you register for the correct number of courses each 

semester. Balance your classes over four years. 

3. Electives- Elective courses are opportunities to add depth/breadth to a studentôs Career Cluster 

Choice and expand existing career interests. 

4. College Preparatory Courses- Students who plan to attend college should select the highest 

academic course commensurate with their ability. Over the four years, college-bound students should 

register for a minimum of four semesters of world language, six semesters of science, seven semesters of 

social studies, and eight semesters of English and math. Refer to University of Nebraska System 

Admissions Standards (p.11) as a guideline. 

5. Career Center- Sophomores, juniors, and seniors have the opportunity to take classes at the Career 

Center. The Career Center, as an off-campus extension of the home high school, provides opportunities 

for students from all Omaha Public High Schools to study electives that are not available elsewhere.  

Students receive transportation from their home school to the Career Center for all programs except for 

Zoo Partnership and UNMC High School Alliance. The Career Center Schools is located at 3230 Burt 

Street, in the west wing of the Teacher Administrative Center. Please refer to the Career Center Course 

Guide for class offerings. Students must complete an application to be considered for these courses. 

6. Honors/AP Courses- Courses are provided for motivated students who are interested in pursuing 

challenging coursework. Student placement into the Honors and Advanced Placement course indicates 

the studentôs willingness for the challenge and commitment for the duration of the course. 

Parent/Guardian permission required. Honors/AP courses are weighted one additional grade point for 

GPA Calculation. 
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7. Course Placement Appeal- If a student/parent wishes to appeal a course placement decision, the 

studentôs assigned counselor should be contacted. (See page 97). 

8. Class Release- Late start/class release is provided for students who want to come to the Burke 

campus after the school day starts or leave the campus prior to the end of the school day. Harry A. Burke 

High Schoolôs policy on late start/class release provides that a student is on grade level for graduation 

(starting the sophomore year with fourteen (14) earned credits or junior year with twenty-eight (28))  and 

must take a minimum of five (5) credits each semester for seniors & six (6) credits each semester for 

juniors.  

Students must have their own transportation. Students who ride the bus to school cannot leave campus 

and return for late start. Students who ride the bus home from school cannot leave campus early and 

then return to school for the 3:05 p.m. bus. Students with Class Release must leave school grounds 5 

minute after the last scheduled class.  

A student may be granted permission for late start/class release after completing the application. The 

school program takes precedence over release periods from school. Schedules will not be rearranged to 

accommodate late start or class release. Late start/class release is not guaranteed to be on a studentôs 

schedule if requested and approved.  

9. Course Audit- Qualifying students may take a class without the benefit of a grade or credit. (See 

pages 95-96). 

10. Dual Enrollment Opportunities- Courses marked with a +plus sign may be eligible for Dual 

Enrollment with Omaha area colleges. Dual Enrollment status is dependent on the instructorôs credentials 

with the partner institution. Therefore, all Dual Enrollment courses are subject to change from year to 

year. 

11. Credit Recovery Guidelines ï The purpose of credit recovery is to provide opportunities for students 

to earn credits to meet graduation requirements for courses they have failed. Students who earn a grade 

of F in a required course must earn credit through any of the following approved retake options (I, II, III, IV, 

V, and VI). Every OPS high school, including Burke High School, will offer, dependent upon enrollment, 

options I, III, IV and V. In addition, high schools may also offer options II and VI pending enrollment. 

I. Retake the same course in night school or summer school.  

II. Retake the same course the following semester or school year, when available. 

(D or F option) 

III. Retake the same course in a before or after-hours program.  

IV. Retake the same course during the school day with same content 

standards/curriculum but taught using a different instructional delivery (i.e., 

sheltered courses), when available. 

V. Retake an approved elective course that meets OPS graduation requirements and 

matches the curriculum area of the required course.  

VI. Retake a course that focuses on the content standards that were failed by the 
student in the previous course.  (This course will be offered either in summer school 
or as a semester class during the school year.) 
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12. Withdrawal from a Course/Schedule Changes/Request to Drop a Course -Students register in the 
spring for the following year. A student will have two opportunities to select courses: 

1. At the time of registration. 

2. Following the original registration when the student receives a copy of courses selected. 

Course registration changes for the following year will be made only: 

1. If the course was completed during summer school. 
2. If the student must repeat a course that was failed during the previous school year. 
3. If a conflict in the schedule cannot be adjusted without dropping or changing a course. 
4. If the student needs an additional course to meet credit requirements. 

Dropping a course after the first 15 days of the semester will result in a grade of ñFò which is included in 
grade point average calculations.  Requests to drop a course will be initiated to the school counselor by 
the student or parent/guardian. 
Procedures for withdrawing from a course: 

1. Conversation with the teacher 
2. Counselor conferencing with teacher and student 
3. Problem solving with all effected parties 

*The first step is to navigate through the schedule change.  If it is determined that other 
faculty need to be included, please use the ñSchedule Change/Request to Drop a Courseò 
form.  Please see School Counseling for a copy of the OPS Schedule Change/Request to Drop a 
Course form. Use the ñSchedule Change/Request to Drop a Courseò form as a last resort. 

 

ATHLETIC PROGRAM 
The athletic program at Burke is designed to provide opportunities for male and female athletes who 
desire competitive activity in sports. In order to participate in interscholastic athletic competition, a student 
must abide by eligibility rules of the Nebraska School Activities Association and Burke High School and 
have a current physical examination on file with the school nurse. 
 
FALL sports include girlsô golf, boysô and girlsô cross country, softball, volleyball, football, and boysô tennis. 
 
WINTER sports include boysô and girlsô swimming, boysô and girlsô basketball and wrestling. 
 
SPRING sports include boysô and girlsô soccer, boysô and girlôs track, baseball, girlsô tennis, boysô golf. 
 
See NCAA Freshman-Eligibility Standards on pages 8 and 9. 
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